Short Articles
The libraries of the four Scottish universities were not rich in medical works during the first two hundred years or so of their existence and by the end of the seventeenth century, only Aberdeen University, which had received some valuable bequests, had a collection which could be described as significant. The implementation of the Copyright Act of 1709 meant substantial increases in the quantity if not always the quality of the bookstock, but eventually, in 1837, the copyright privileges were commuted to lump sums of money, Glasgow's being used immediately to help to pay off expenses incurred in a lawsuit. In modern times, all the universities with medical schools have extensive medical libraries, most of them situated within or adjacent to large teaching hospitals.
Sir Robert Sibbald is acknowledged to be the founder of the library of the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh with an initial donation of one hundred books and subsequent smaller gifts. The library grew rapidly and its accommodation was a major headache to the College authorities. A proposal to amalgamate with Edinburgh University Library was rejected and for a time the library was housed in the Royal Infirmary. In 1846 the present building in Queen Street was opened and today the three-hundred-year-old library occupies the major portion of the premises. 
203
Short Articles was formally constituted in 1737, and received a Royal Charter of Incorporation in 1778, becoming the Royal Medical Society, the first, and it is believed, the only student society to possess a Royal Charter. The Society numbers many of the great figures in medicine who were members in their student days at Edinburgh.
At the outset the Society met weekly in a tavern; later it was granted the use of a room in the Royal Infirmary before occupying its own first hall in Surgeons' Square from 1776 to 1851, its second in Melbourne Place from 1852 until 1966, and, prior to entering its third and present home, occupying temporary accommodation in Hill Square through the generosity of the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh.
After describing in some detail the present location of the Society's premises, the speaker related it to the same area of the city in the 1730s. He liked to think that the site of the tavern in which the first group met in 1734 was on or near where his audience were sitting at the moment. By chance the Society might have returned to its original spiritual home. Whether this was true or not, one thing was certain. The original spirit of youthful inquiry, of meeting to read and discuss dissertations and relate medical cases, and enjoy decent conviviality remain today as they have continued over a period of two hundred and thirty-three years to inform and vitalize generations of Edinburgh medical students. Long may this remain so. 
